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B3} 1<% wS(art education in North Korea), &3+ nj< w34 (North Korean art
textbook), %4 3HKorean painting used in North Korea), A "< (Kim Il Sung’s
philosophy regarding visual art), 74592 A}8]4 QIR (social perception of
constructivism), A2t 24 2] o & 2E (art works as a compound of percepts and
affects)
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Abstract

Understanding North Korean Art Education through Art Textbooks

Hye-Youn Chung
Hongik University

North Korea's art education aims to understand Juche art and Joseon painting
based on the socialist character of the Dangseong, the people, and the class(North
Korea Understanding Report, 2018). Therefore, although it is difficult to understand
North Korea's art education compared to that of South Korea, preceding studies
on North Korean art education try to compare North Korean art textbooks to
South Korean textbooks, which are limited in cases. This study focuses on North
Korean middle school(or elementary junior high school) 2™ grade textbooks,
focusing on the overall structure of art textbooks, middle school 2" year(the 8"
grage) art (Juche 92) published in 2010 and 2" year art textbook(Juche 103) newly
produced in 2014. Through comparison and analysis, the structure and contents of
North Korean art education were examined. This study used content analysis
method(Krippendorff, 2004) to analyze how the Juche 103 art textbook(2014) improved
from older textbooks. The Juche 103 Elementary and Middle school 2nd grade art
textbooks changed from black and white textbooks to color and increased
resolution, so the visual perception was remarkably better, and the number of
pages doubled from 60 pages to 113 pages. The basic method of narrative and the
method of using sentences have been revised centered on the learner, and the
criteria for evaluation at the end of each section are specifically presented. The
standard of expression of the learner’s personal experiences and relationships
with others based on “life relevance” and storytelling is possible. Nevertheless, if
the contents are naturalized around the table of contents, in reality, there is no
significant change in the overall structure. The content still focuses on how
important moral attitude and hard manual labor are, and how great traditional
North Korean beauty is, which emphasizes on the justification tha North Koean is
the best(Unification Diplomatic Institute, 2018). It was confirmed that the focus of
the content emphasizing loyalty to the party did not change at all. Although the
contents remain the same, the major change in North Korean art textbooks seen



Ol WIUNZ Oldliots =8t 0lzsls

in the description and evaluation of learners is that art education is no longer the
acquisition of knowledge and expression and the ideology of a society is not
connected like a branch from the root, but the individual understanding and

expression of the learner is essential.
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