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Abstract

A Study on the Formation of Artist’s Identity
-Focused on the Cases of Artists with Art Gifted Education-

Hyun—-Min Lee
Ed. D. Candidate, Ewha Womans University

Yoo-Mi Choi

Professor, Ewha Womans University

Identity plays a very important role in selecting a career and recognizing a job
for a gifted and accomplished gifted artist who received gifted art education. This
study examines the process of an artist’s identity formation through the story of
an artist. Informant in the study, who regarded herself as professional artist and
had firm identity as artist, decided on art-related career paths based on her artistic
family environments, art teachers’ recommendations, and her own interests and
went on to art college while attending academy and secondary school, an
institution of gifted art education. Afterwards, she became specialized as artist by
internalizing and exchanging her values and norms within the artist group . The
background of artist’s identity was an artistic family environment, support from

” o«

artist’s family, “discovery of artistic talent,” “a long—term arts education and basic
skills,” “exposure to artistic environment,” “meaningful aesthetic experiences and
educational experiences,” and “artistic competency,” which has increased through
recognition from herself and “the meaningful other.” Artists grow into their roles by
interacting with these various social factors. In addition, she mentioned, “art that
became life, art that expanded the horizon of meaning of life” as an effort to establish
an artist’s identity. As an artist, she “matches art with life” and engages in
“embodied creative activities.” In addition, she seeks to breaktheframeofthinkingincreation
and builds her own identity through creative activities in pursuit of a long—held

hope despite uncertainty about the future.
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